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THINK TANKS
Dedicated child welfare

advocates co”aboraﬁng and

acting: Topics that affect our

N K

THINK TANK #1: "LEARNING FROM YOUTH: HOW TO BETTER ENGAGE WITH
YOUNG PEOPLE IN CARE"

fr'ves for genercﬁons.

Know\edge and experience from around the world is being harnessed and circulated as quicHy as we
can work. As a continuation of our #10thousandlives movement, our first ever think tank was hosted on
November 23, 2020. Learning from lived experience was the goal of think tank one. We at the Institute
believe that the child welfare community can no \onger sustain a system that creates reactionary po|icy,
while rushing past the voices of those who have lived ’rhrough and oged out of care. We believe in passing
the torch to the true experts of the field, those with lived and prcci’iced professional experience. Who else
is better equipped to prepare the system for the next generation? Each and every participant in the
"Lemning From Youth: How to Better Engage With Young Peop|e in Care" discussion has lived Jr|'1roug|'1
state care, and now works within the system as an 0||y to you+h and families.

Discussions of care Ieovers, child welfare rewform, odvococy, 0||ys|'1ip, and much more filled our virtual
space as individuals with more than 100 combined years of lived experience brainstormed how to better
serve you’rh in care around the world! Jom0|e CC]”O"]CII’L Miranda Shemek:], Lupe O Tovar, /'\pri| Michelle

Rivera-Curtis, Nimmu Chanu Kumari, lan Thomas, and Ke”y Sullivan took the stage and owned it

As a result of our first and incredib!y successful think tank, the Institute is creating a tool that every child
welfare worker in the field will have access to. This tool will empower and encourage frontline workers to
engage with youfh, o||owimg the young person in care to use their own voice and know|eo|ge while o
worker searches for Fomi|y.

This 5imp|e, yei’ powerwfui tool will hopewcu”y be the beginrﬂng of rei‘urning agency and power to a
popu|c11'ion that was once morgin0|izeo| and vulnerable without a voice. Follow us on social media for the

release of this tool, and so much more!
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LISA RUSSELL, FAMILY FINDING SPECIALIST
Lane C-unly. Or-gnn

As the #10thousandlives movement successfully rocks on, we will be
highlighting the successes of parficipants clong the way. Lisa gets to toke
the s.pol"llghl' first When osked why fqm:|y search and q—ngoge—rnenf is
important to her, Lisa boldly replied Family connections and history are
important to kids. They want to know what happened. | don't know isn't
gﬂd enough_ | imw {rom enper'tme_‘

Lisa has dedicated her time to creating a family search and engogement
system in Lane County Oregon. She loves the challenge of finding people
that really do care about and want to be involved in children's lives.

In an interview with Lisa, she told multiple stories of successfully locoting fomilies ond
connecting them to young people that very well could hove oged out of the system, becoming yet
anather stahstic |-v-ng without Famlh_f conmechon Here i3 one of those stories:

Lisa received a referral for o YOUNg worman who had been in foster care for 10 years and, at
almost 18 years old, was on the werge of oging out. Even more distressing than aging out, the
YOUNG WOman was of Mative American descent and she had not been connected ta ‘urnii,f or
members of her tribe while in foster core. Frustrated with the system, she ran away from her
foster plocement often, and as a lost resort the worker requested Liso's ossistonce to locate family.
The worker warned Lisa that the teen was shy ond likely wouldn't open up. but Lisa wos willing
to give it o shot - by the end of their first lunch together, with the help of mobility mopping. the
young lody waos reaching ocross the toble to grob Liso's hond and sharing her great granddaddy s
namel

As Lisa was working with rurrli|'y, the teen was continuously running, expkﬂli!'q she was “sick
of placement” and “almost grown’. Lisa talked to her the same woy she did with family members,
met her where she was, listened, and empaﬂ'nxed With Lisa's !"lelp the young woman was
connected to a number of family members who were so excited to have her back in their lives!
Months after Lisa conduded her work with the Young worman, she received a w messoge.
The teen sent her o screenshot of o picture her ount posted. The photo was of the young lady with
the caption, ‘Here's my miece, she is so beoubtiful, she locks just ke her mather” The teen was 3o
prnud and thanked Lisa for llt]p!ng her find her family. Becouse of Lisa's dedication to this young
woman, she finally found her woy to fomily

Lisa will stand before state legislators in December to advacate for stronger ‘ﬁ'l'.hf search and
engagement across the stote of Oregon. This type of odvocacy ond dedication is whot we aspire
to see ot the Institute as we confinue our #10thousandlives movement!

We con't leave you without sharing one of Lisa's fovorite fomily engagement tips: send letters
hﬁwnﬂyinvﬂ:rmﬂm&:r‘devmﬁr&s—p-cqﬂnmmuchmﬂ..lyh)apensmn.ﬂilqh&kgh
a fun cord! Want to read ancther inspiring story of Lisa's? Check it out here




Give Family A Chance
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Donate by clicking here
to make a real and sustainable
difference today.
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